“fFarcwell”

It’s farewell but not goodbye! This is the last edition
of SCAHER that I'll be editing - sadly, I'm standing down as
a trustee due to ill health. But rest assured, I'll still be
very much involved with the work of $CAt — attending
Christian Union meetings at Woking College and contin-
uing as a chaplain there; being the $CAt representative on
the mission committee of my parish; maintaining friend-
ships and contacts with everyone at $CAt.

Looking back: It's been a great five years, and a
huge joy and privilege to experience the exciting things
happening in our schools across the Woking borough.
There have been no fewer than six different workers during my time as a trustee!
What they have all shared is a desire to see that all children in Woking will leave
school having heard the gospel of Jesus Christ proclaimed in their school.

And many of those children have responded - in a variety of ways, and mostly
positive! Some have joined churches, given their lives to God in a lunch hour, had
the courage to lead a Christian Union or witness to their friends at school -
fantastic responses to the gospel, which spur us on when the going gets tough.

There have been celebrations: a tenth birthday party, special services, many
doughnuts/cookies/smoothies...much rifling of my loft for weird and wacky cos-
tumes for assemblies (“have you got a flat cap?” “a large sheep?” “anything
sparkly?”). There have been tears, frustrations, struggles — but hey, no-one said
living a Christian life was going to be easy! “I have told you these things, so that
in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I
have overcome the world.” John 16:33

Looking forward: Chrissie’s work in the Secondary Schools has attracted
praise and amazement in wider circles because of its innovative model of working
with and through multi-denominational teams of youth workers in schools. Our
new Primary Schools worker, Patrick, has just finished his first gentle (??!) foray
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Introducing ... the Secondary Schools’ Team!
Wow! What to say, what to say.

The work in $CAt secondary is amazing at the moment.
We have youth alpha in schools,
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youth workers and gap years, and also all the
fantastic Christian young people and staff who
who just love living out their faith in their schools.
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Introducing ... Patrick Coad, Primary Schools Worker
Wahey, my first SCAHER!

I'm not entirely sure where to start. I've been asked
to talk (write) about myself, which should be my special-
ist subject, but never something I've particularly en-
joyed...

I grew up in Cornwall (why did you leave? You may ask)
and had always been brought up to believe, which from
a young age had been important to me. As I grew up I
faced the ups and downs as many do, and my faith was
not always placed at the centre of my life and decisions.

But in my late teens, coping with bereavement, I came back to question my
beliefs and faith, and how it impacted on my life. I also landed the starring role
in a production of Godspell, which forced me to take in Jesus’ teaching much more
comprehensively than ever before, and so I faced a turning point.

Later that year I applied to Cliff College, and was accepted to study there. I
completed the BA, and participated in mission experiences in various parts of the
country, sometimes involving schools work.

After leaving Cliff I began to apply for youth work positions, and spent 4 years
in the Luton and Dunstable area working for two Baptist churches. This role led
to involvement with a number of schools across the whole age range doing all
sorts of things, and I loved it. It was a privilege to be able to visit the schools and
work with children, sometimes dealing with sensitive or personal issues.

And now I find myself here, to continue the work of $CAt in schools, and
looking forward to the relationships with both churches and schools, and the ways
that they may develop in the future. Over the coming days, weeks, months, and
years I look forward to meeting and working with you.

As I write this we approach the end of my first SCAt assemblies, having booked
12 for the harvest season, and I can gladly say we have had an enjoyable week, if
somewhat hectic at times, and received good feedback.
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I'd like to encourage everyone to consider any ways in which you might feel
able to serve the schools in the community, even if it might only be to listen to
children read, as any service is appreciated, and may be a stepping stone to
greater things. In particular, if anyone is interested in becoming involved in the
assemblies that we offer to primary schools, then please contact me.

And finally, if there is anything I can do for any of you, please get in touch.
Thanks for having me here!
Patrick



